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tiles, like quadrupeds, are confined nearly to

the spot in which they came into existence.
Let us now then enquire why, in this new
world, the reptiles and insects are so large,
the quadrupeds so small, and the men so cold.
These effects must depend on the quality of the
earth and atmosphere, on the degrees of heat
and moisture, on the situation and height of
mountains, on the quality of ranning and stag-
nate waters, on the extent of forests, and, in a
word, on the state in which inanimate nature
presents itself in that country. In the new
world there ismuch less heat and more moisture
than in the olld. If we compare the heat and
cold, in cach degree of latitude, we shall find a
very great difference ;5 that at Quebec, which
1s under the same degree of latitude as Paris,
the rivers are covered with ice for months in
the year, and the grounds with snow several
feet thick ; theair, indeed, is so cold, that the
birds {ly off at the approach of winter, and re-
turn not till invited by the warmth of spring.
This differciace of heat under the same latitude
in the Temperate Zone, though considerable,
is perhaps less 50 than the difference of that
under the Porrid Zone. At Sencgal, we are
scorched, while at Peru, situate under the same
line, we enjoy the benign influence of a tempe-
rate
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