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contain more heat than any other part of the

globe, from the east wind not reaching them

until it had passed immense tracks of land ;

that the American Indians, under the line, are

only tawny, and the Brasilians brown, though

under the same latitude as the negroes, because

The heat of the climate is not so great, and the

east wind has been cooled with the water, and

loaded with humid vapours. The clouds which

intercept the sun, and the rains which refresh

the earth, are periodical, and continue several

months at Cayenne, and other countries of

South America. The first cause renders all

the cast coasts ofAmerica more temperate than

either Asia or Africa ; this wind arriving in a

cool state begins to assume a degree of heat in

traversing the plains of America, but which is

checked by the enormous chain of mountains

of which the western part of the new

conti-nentis composed, so that it is less hot under

the line at Peru and Cayenne, and the natives

are of a less dark complexion. If the Cor

dcliers were reduced to a level with the ad

jacent plains, the heat would be excessive in

the western territories, and there would soon

be men as black at Chili and Peru, as on the

western coasts of Africa. It is evident then

that diminution of heat in the new continent is

owing


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


