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owing entirely (o situation ; and we shall now
make it appear, that there is a much greater
degree of moisture in America. The moun-
tains being the most lofty of any upon the
globe, and directly facing the east wind, they
stop and condensc the vapours of the air, and
thus give rise to a number of springs, which,
by their junction, form the greatest rivers in
the world. In proportion, therefore, to its
extent there are more running waters in the
new continent than in the old, and which are
augmentcd by their confined situations; for
the natives having never checked the torrents,
directed the rivers, nor drained the marshes,
immense tracts of land are covered by the
stagnant waters, by which the moistare of the
air 1s encreased and the heat diminished.
Besides, the earth being every where covered
with trees and coarse weeds, it never dries, but
constantly produces humid and unwholesome
exhalations. In these gloomy regions, Na-
ture remains concealed under hor old garments,
never having received a new attive from the
cultivation of man, but totally neglected, her
productions languish, become corrupted, and
are prematurcly destroyed. It is principally
then from the scarcity of men in America, and
from most of them living like the brutes, that
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