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the carth has been neglected, remains cold,
and is unable to produce the active principles
of Nature. To develope the seeds of the
largest animals and enable them to grow and
multiply, requires all the heat which the sun
can connuunicate to a fertile soil ; and for a
reason dircetly opposite it is, that insects, rep-
iiles, and all the little animals which wallow
in the mud, whose blood is watery, and whose
increase depends on putrefaction, are more
namerous and large in the low, humid, and

marshy lands of the new continent.
When we reflect on these very striking dif-
ferences between the old and new continents,
we can hardly help supposing that the latter 1s,
in fact, more recent, and has remained buried
under the ocean longer than the rest of the
globe ; for, the enormous western mountains
excepted, which seem to be monuments of the
most remote antiquity, it has all the appear-
ance of being a land newly sprung up. We
find sea-shells in many places under the very
first stratum of the vegetable earth, formed into
masses of lime-stone, though usualiy less hard
and compact than our free-stone.  If this con-
tinent is in reality as ancient as the other, why
did so few menexist on it 2 why were the most
of that few wandering savages ? why did the
Mexicans



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


