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NATURAL HISTORY. 53

classed with the bat, but with the scaly li-
zard; that the elephant, hog, and rhinoceros,
instcad of being classed as before with thescaly
lizard, mole, and rat, are all three huddled
together with the shrew-mouse. In the former
be had reduced all quadrupeds to five classcs,
but in the latter he divides them into seven.
From thesealterations we may form some idea
of those introduced among the genera, and
how the species have been jumbled and con-
founded. According to the same author there
are two specics* of men, the man of day and
the man of night, and that thesc are so very
distinct that they ought not to be regarded as
varieties of the same species. Is not this add-
ing fable to absurdity ? and were it not better
to remainssilent with respect to matters of which
we are ignorant, than to found essential cha-
racters, and general distinctions upon the
grossest error 2 But to whatever length criti-
cisms of this kind might be extended, I shail
proceed no farther, especially as it does not
form my principal object, having already said
enough to put every reader on his guard, a-
gainst the general as weil as particular errors
which abound so much in the works of nomen-
clators.

* Homo diurnus sapiens 3 bomo nocturnus tregleditus,
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