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54 BUFFON’S

In (]l'IIWng g(‘.‘ll("[’&l COI'ICIHSiO!’lS, from what
has been advanced, we shall find that man is
the only animatcd being in whose nature there
is suficient strength, geuius, and flexibility, to
subsistand multiply inall the different climates
of the carth. It is evident that no other ani-
mal possesses this grand privilege, for, far from
being able to multiply in every part of the
globe, most of them are conflined {o certain
climates,and even particular districts. Inevery
respect man is the worlk of heaven, wlile many
animals are the mere creatures of the earth.
T'hese of one continent exist not on another,
and if there are a few exceplions, they are so
changed and diminished as hardly tobe known.
Can a sironger proof be given that the impres-
sion of their form is not unalterable ? that their
nature, less permanent than that of man, may
in time be varied, and even absolutely chang-
cd ? that from the same cause those species
which are least perfect, least active, and fur-
nished with the fewest engines of defence, as
well as the most delicate and the most cum-
brous, have already, or will disappear, for
their very existence depends on the form which
man gives to the surface of the carth, or per-
mits it to retain.
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