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NATURAL HISTORY. 59

short, naked head, and haggard eyes ; strong
characteristics of desperate malice and insatia-
ble cruclty. IHe has ne instinet but an uni-
form rage, a blind fury, so undistinguishing
that he not unoften devours his own progeny,
and even tears the dam in picees if she offers
to defend them. Would he were to gratify
his thirst for blood to its utmost, and by
destroying them at their birth extinguish the

whole race of monsters which he produces!
Happy is it for other animals that the spe=
cies of tiger is not numerous, and that it is
chiefly confined to the warmest provinces of
the East. They are found in Malabar, Siam,
Bengal, and in all the countries inhabited by
the elephant and rhinoceros. It is, indeed,
said, that they accompany the latter for the
purpose of eating their dung, which serves to
purge them. DBe this as it may, they are
often scen together at the sides of lakes and
rivers, where they are probably compelled
to go by thirst, having oftcn occasion for
water to cool that fervor they so constantly
endure. 1t is also a convenient situation to
surprise his victims, since the heat of the
climate compels all animals to scek for water
several times a day; here he chooses his prey,
or rather multiplics his massacres, for having
killed
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