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confined in a very narrow apartment, where the

want of exercise, and space to range in, re

straint and, perhaps, not having proper noti-

is1iment, not only its life might have been

shortened, but the growth of its body prevent

ed. From the dissection of animals of every

species that have been reared in houses or

court-yards, wç find that their bodies and

members for want of exercise, never attain

their natural dimensions, and that the organs

which are not used as those of generation, are

so little expanded as to be scarcely perceivable.

The difference of climate alone is capable of

producing the same efticts as confinement and

want of exercise. None of the animals of

hot countries produce in cold oncs,cvcn though

veIl fed, and at full liberty ; and as reproduc

tion is a natural consequence of full nutrition,

it is evident that when the former does not

operate the latter must be incomplete ; and

that, in such animals, cold of itself is sufficient

to restrain the powers of the internal mould,

and to diminish'the growth, since it destroys

the active faculties of reproduction. It. is

not, therefore, surprising that the tiger

above alluded to should not have acquired its

natural growth ; yet from a bare view of its

tufThd skin, and an examination ofits skeleton,

we


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


