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we may form an idea of its formidable strcnth

as an animal. Upon the bofles of the legs
there are inequalities which denote muscular

ligatures stronger tilall those of the lion. These

bones are also to the full as strong, though

shorter; and, as already intimated, the height

of the tiger's legs bear no proportion to the

length of his body. Thus that velocity which

Pliny ascribes to him and which the word tiger

seems to imply, ought not to be understood of

his ordinary movements, or the celerity of his

continued course; for it is evident, that as his

legs are short and he can neither walk nor run

so fast as those animals which have them pro

portionally longer; but this prodigious swift"

icss, may with great propriety) be applied to

the extraordinary bounds he is capable of ma

king without any articuIar effort, for if we

suppose him to have the same strength and

agility in proportion with the cat, which lie

greatly resembles in cDnformation, and which

in an instant will leap several feet, we must a1

low that the bounds of a tiger, whose body is

ten times as large, must be immense. It is not,'

therefore, the quickuess of his running, but of

his leaping that Pliny meant to denote, and

which from the
impossibility- ofevading, when

he has made a spring, still rcudlers him more

-formidable.
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