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NATURAL HISTORY . 5

The tiger is, perhaps, the only animal whose
spirit cannot be subdued. Neither force nor
restraint, violence nor flattery, can prevail, m
the least, on his stubborn Natnre. He is
equally indignant at the gentle and harsh
usage of his keeper ; and time instcad of mol-
lifying his disposition, only serves to increase
his fierceness and malignity. With equal
wrath he snaps at the hand that feeds as
that which chastises him. He roars at the
“sight of every object which lives, and seems to
consider all as his proper prey ; he seems to
devour beforehand with a look; menacing it
with the grinding of his tceth, and, regardless
of his chains, makes efforts to dart upon it; as
if to shew his malignity when incapable of ex-
erting his force.

To complete the idea of the strength of this
terrible animal we shall quote Fatlier Tachard’s
account of a combat between a tiger and three
elephants, at Siam, of which he wasan eye-
witness ; hesays, ¢“ alofty palisade of bamboo
cane was built, about a hundred feet square,

~into which inclosurc three elephants were in-
treduced, for the purpose of fighting a tiger.
"Their heads, and part of their trunks, were
covered with a kind of armour like a mask.
Assoon as we arrived at the place a tiger was
brought
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