
66 RUFF0N'S

speak of tigers as very common, yet it is very

plain, from their own accounts of them, that

they are either 1CO)ar(lS, panthers, or ounces.

Dr. Shaw says, that the_lion and panther hold.

the first rank at Tunis and Algiers, and that in

those Pans of Barbary the tiger is an animal

unknown. This observation seems founded in

truth, for they were Indian, and not African,

ambassadors, who presented Augustus, vli ile at

Sarnos, the first tiger the Romans had ever

seen ; and it was also from the Indies that He

liogabalus procured those tigers, with which,

in order to represent the god Bacchus, he pro

posed that his car should be drawn.

Thus the species of the tiger has always been

more rare and less diffused than.that of the liDn.

The female, like the lioness, however, pro

duces four or five cubs at a lime. She is fierce

at all times, but, upon her young being in

danger, her fury becomes excessive.. She then

braves every danger to secure them, and will

pursue the plunderers of them with such fero

city, that they are often obliged to, drop one

to secure the rest. ; this she takes up and con

veys to the nearest cover, and 1 hen renews the

pursuit, and will follow them to the very

gates of towns, or to the ships in which they

may have taken refuge; and when she has no

io:ger hopeS of recovering her young, she ex

presses.


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


