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panther obtained the name of lcopard, or legs
pardus, from a notion that it was a mongrel
species, which had aggrandized itself by an in-
termixture with that of the lion. As this
could only be an unfounded prejudice, I have
preferred the primitive name of panther to the
modern compound one of leopard, which last
I have applied to another animal that has
hitherio been mentioned by equivocal names
only. 'The ounce therefore diflers from the
panther, in being smaller, having a longer tail,
also longer hair, of a whitish grey colour ;
while the leopard differs from them both, by
having a coat of a brilliant yellow, more or
less deep, and by the smallness of his spots,
which are generally disposed in groups, as if

cach were formed by three or four united.
Pliny, and several after him, have said, that
the coat of the female panther was whiter than
that of the male. 'This may be truc of the
ounce, but no such difference have we ever
observed in the panthers belonging to the
menageric of Versailles, which were designed
from life; and if there be any difference be-
tween the colour of the male and female it can
pe neither very permanent nor sensible; in
some of the skins we have, indeed, perceived
different shades, but which we rather ascribed
ter
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