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vinced that these three animals, and perhaps a
fourth, which we shall treat of hereafter, and
which have not these long spots on the belly,
are the only species of this kind to be found in
Asia and Africa, and therefore we must hold
this character of our nomenclators as fictitious,
especially when we recollect, that if any ani<
mals have these long spots, either in the old or
new continent, they are always upon the neck
or back, and never on the belly. We shall
merely observe further, that in teading thean-
cients we must not confound the panther with
the panthera, the latter is the animal we have
described, but the panther of the scholiasts of
Homer and other authors, is a kind of timid
wolf, perhaps the jackall, as I shall exphin

when I come to the history of that animal.
After having dissipated the cloud wunder
which our nomenclators seem to have obscured
Nature, and removed every ambiguity, by
giving the exact description of the three anix
mals under consideration, we shall now pro-
ceed to the peculiarities which relate to them
respectively. o
Of the panther, which I had an opportunity
of examining alive, his appearance was fierce,
he had a restless eye, a ¢ruel countenance, pre=
cipitate
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