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These animals, in gencral, delight in the
thickest forests, and often frequent the borders
of rivers, and the environs of solitary habita-
tions, where they surprise their prey, and seize
equally the tame and wild animals that come
there to drink. Men they seldom attack, even
though provoked. They easily climb trees in
pursuit of wild cats and other animals, which
cannot escape them. Though they live solely
by prey, and are usually meagre, travellers
pretend that their flesh is not unpalatable;
the Indians and negroes eat it, but they prefer
that of the dog. 'With respect to their skins,
they are all valuable, and make excellent furs.
The most beautiful and most costly is that of
the leopard, which, when the colours are
bright, not unfrequently sells for eight or nine
guincas.
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THE JAGUAR,

THE jaguar ( fig. 105.) resembles the ounce
in size, and nearly so in the form of the spots
upon his skin, and in disposition. He is less
ferocious than the panther or the leopard. The
ground of his colour, like that of the leopard,
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