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§6 BUFF¥ON'S .

jacuars of Guiana, he says,  the hair of the
young jaguar is not frizzled, as stated by M. de
Buffon, but perfectly smooth, and with regard
to their only equalling the size of an ordinary
dog, I have had the skin of one that measured
near five feet from the nose to the tail, which
was two feet long; and from the tracks I have
scen of these animals I have little doubt of the
Amecrican tigers being as large as those of
Africa, except the royal tiger, the largest
animal to which that name is given ; for the
panther, which M. de Buffon considers the
largest, does not exceed five or six feet when
full grown, and it is certain that some of these
animalsexceed those dimensions. When young
their colour is a deep yellow, which becores
lighter as they advance in ycars. Ile is not
by any means an indolent animal ; he con-
stantly attacks dogs, commits great devastatio::
among flocks, and in the desarts is even for-
midable to men. Ina journey I made through
these forests, we were tormented with one for
three successive nights, and yet he avoided
all our attempts to destroy him ; but finding
we kept up large fires, of which they arce
much afraid, he at last left us with a dismal
howling. At Cayenne the natives have an
idea that the jaguar would rather destroy them

than
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