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sidered as a tiger, though it is neither striped
like that animal, norspotted like the panther.
The cougar, by the lightness of his body, and
Iength of his legs, scems to be more calculated
for speedt, and climbing of trees, than the ja-
guar. Theyare equally indolentand cowardly,
when glutted with prey ; and they seldom at-
tack men unless they find them asleep. When
there is a necessity for passing the night in the
‘woods, the kindling a fircis the only precau-
tion nccessary to prevent their approach.*
They delight in the shades of forests, where
they hide themselves in some bushy tree, in
order to dart upon such animals as pass by.
Though they live only on prey, and drink
blocd more often than watler, yel it is said their
flesh is very palatable. Piso says, it is as
good as veal; and Charlevoix, and others,
have compared it to mutton. I think it is
hardly credible that the flesh can be well
tasted ; and therefore prefer the testimony of
Desmarchais, who says, the best thing about
this animal is his skin, of which they make
borse-cloths, his flesh being generally lean and
of a disagreeable flavour.
YOL. VII. N SUP-

* The Indians on the banks of the Oronoka, in Guiana,

light a fire during the night in order to frighten away the

_ tigers who dare not approach the place as long as the fire
remains burning.
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