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ativc1y the same as that which takes place be-

tween all animals common to both continents;

the wolf, fox, &c. being smaller in America

than they arc in Europe, it cannot be expected

to be otherwise with the lynx. Secondly, be-

cause, even in the north of Europe, these

ani-malsare found to vary in size; and authors

mention two kinds, the one large and the other

small. Thirdly, because they equally require

the same climate, are of the same dispositions,

the same figure, diffiring only in size, and a few

trifling particulars of colour, circumstances

iiot sufficient to authorize our pronouncing

them to be two distinct species.

The lynx, of which the ancients have said

his sight could penetiate opaque bodies, and

-whose urine possessed the property of harden

ing into a precious stone, called Lapis Lyn

curius, is an animal that never existed, any

more than the properties attributed to him,

except in fable. To the true lynx this ilnagi

nary one has no affinity but in name. We must

not, therefbre, following the exanijlc of most

naturalists, attribute to the former, which is

a real being, the properties of this imaginary

one, the existence of which even Pliny himself

does not seem disposed to believe, since he

speaks of it as an extraordinary animal, and
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