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and of short duration; while the perfume of

the civet is very strong, and that of the- zibet

is so to an excess.

This humor is found in the orifice which

these animals have near the organs of genera-

tion ; it is nearly as thick as pomatum, and

though the odour is very strong, it is yet

agreeable, even when it issues from the body

of the animal. This perfume of the civet must

not be confounded with musk, which is a

sanguineous humor, obtained from an animal

very different from either the civet or zibet,

being a species of roe-buck, or goat, without

horns, and which has no one property in com

mon with the civet, but that of furnishing a

strong perfume.

These two species of civets have not been

distinguished with precision. They have both

been sometimes confounded with the weasel of

Virginia, the genet, the musk-deer, and even

with the hyuna. Bellon, who has given a

figure and description of the civet, insists that

it was the hyana of the ancients, and his mis

take is the more excusable not being destitute

of some foundation. Certain it is, that most of

the fables which havebeen relatedofthe hiyna.,

took their rise from the civet. The philters

said to have been obtained from certain parts of
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