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mation of 1iat gentleman. These three re,

marks are alone sufficient to create a suspicion

respecting the pretended animal zibet/iicunz

Americanwn, but what completely proves the

error, Fernandcs, in his description of the aii

mals of America, flatly contradicts Bolivar,

and ailirms that the civet was not a native of

America, but that, in his time, they had be

gan to transport some of them from the

Pliillippine Islands to New Spain. In fine,

if we add this positive testimony of Fernandes,

to that of all the travellers, who mention that

civets are very common in the Philippine

Islands, in the East Indies, and in Africa,

not one of whom intimates having seen this

animal in America, every doubt will vanish

of vhat we advanced in our enumeration of

the animals of the two continents, and it will

be admitted that the civet is not a native of

America, but an animal peculiar to the warm

climates of the 01(1 continent, and that lie was
never found in the new, until after he had
been transported thither. Had I not guarded
against such mistakes, which are too frca

quent, I should have described my civet as
an American animal, from its having been
sent to me from St. Domingo, and not directly
from Guinea, the place of' its nativity, of which
II was, however, assured by the letter from M.
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