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little water, and though he drinks seldom, yet

lie discharges urine very frequently ; and even

Oil such occasions, the male i not to be dis

tinguished from the feiiiale.

The perfume of the civets is so strong that

it communicates itself to all parts of the body;

the hair and skin is unprcgnate(l with it to

such a degree, that it preserves the odour for a

long time after it is stripped off. If a person

be shut up ill a close room with one of them

alive, he cannot support the perfume, it is so

copiously diffused. When the animal is en

raged, its scent is more violent than ordinary,
and if tormented so as to make him sweat, that

is also collected and serves to adulterate, or at

least encrease the perfume which is otherwise

obtained.

The civets are naturally wild, and even fe-

rocious; and though tameable to a certain de-

gree, they are never Perfectly familiar. Their

teeth are strong and sharp, but their claws are

blunt and feeble. They are light and active,

and live by prey, puruing small animals, and

surprising birds. They can bound like cats,

and run like dogs; and somctiues steal ifflo

yards and out-houses to carry off he poultry.
Their eyes shine in thedark, and they probably
sec better in time night than in the day. W hen

they
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