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they fail in procuring animal
food, they subsist

on roots and fruits. As they seldom drink

they never inhabit moist, places, but chearful

Jy reside among arid sands and burning nioun

tairis. They breed very fast in their native

climates; but though they can live, and even

produce perfume in temperate climates, yet

they cannot multiply. They have a voice

more powerful, and a tongue less rough than

the cat, and their cry is not unlike that of an

enraged dog.

The odorous humor which exudes from

these animals is called civet in England and

France, and zibet, or atgalia, in Arabia, the

Indies, and the Levant, where it is more used

than in Europe. It is now very little employ.

ed as a medicine, but it is still used as an in

gredient in the compositions of perfurners arid

confectioners. The smell of the civet, though

stronger, is more agreeable than that of the

musk. Both, however, lost their repute when

the method of preparing ambergris was dis

covered; and even that seems now to be pro
scribed from the toilets of the polite and deli

cate.
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