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152 BUFFON’S

THE BLACK WOLTF.

i

W L mention this animal merely as a supple-
ment to the description we have given of the
wolf, for there can be little doubt of his be-
longing to the same species. ‘We have already
said, that in the northern parts of Europe
there were some wolves black, and others
white, and that the black wolves were ge-
nerally the largest ; but the one we are now
about to describe came from Canada, and was
smaller than the common wolf; but we have
had repeated occasions to remark, that the
animals of the northern parts of America
are less in size than those belonging to the
north of Europe, and this difference in size was
the chief, if not the only variation in him ;
besides, he had been taken very young, and
ever after kept in a state of captivity, which

~ also might have prevented the completion
of his growth. Our common wolf is less in
Canada thanin Europe; and in thit country
black wolves and foxes are not uncommon.
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