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nished with a long thick hair, which enables
ihe animal to swim with ease. Ifs ears are
very short, but not naked, as in the common
rat, but covered with hair, both outwardly and
inwardly ; its eyes are large ; it has two in=-
cisive tecth, about an inch long, in the under
jaw, and two shorter ones in the upper ; these
four tecth are very strong, and by them the:
animal is cnabled to gnaw through wood.

The striking singularitics remarked by M.
Sarrasin, in this animal are, first, the muscu-
lar force and great expansibilily in the skin,
which enables the animal to coufract and
compress ils body into a smalier size. Se-
condly, the suppleness of the false ribs, which
admits a contraction of body so considerable
that the musk-rat can obtain an eusy passage
through holes where smaller animals cannot
find admission. Thirdly, the manner in which
the female voids her urine, the urethra not
terminating, as in other animals, under the
clitoris, but at a hairy eminence above the
os pubis, and in which there is an orifice,
that serves the urine to escape. This strange
organization is found in only a few specics
of animals, as rats and apes have three aper-
iures ; and these two are perhaps the only
animals who have a passage for the urine
digtinct from the organs of generation : to the
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