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the beaver. They do not swim so fast, or so
long as the beaver, and are often seen upon
the ground ; they run very indifferently, and
in their walk they waddle like a goose. Their
skin retains the smell of musk, which renders
it of little value to the furriers, but their under
hair, or down, is used in the manufacture of
hats. 'These animals are not very wild, and
when taken young are easily tamed ; and are
then tolerably handsome, for their tail, which
is afterwards long and disagreeable, 1s very
short. 'They play with all the innocence and
sprightliness of young cats, and they might
be reared with ease but for their disagreeable
smell.

The Canadian and Muscovy musk-rats, are
the only animals belonging io the northern
regions which yield any perfume, for the odour
of the castoreum (obtained from the badger)
is highly disagreeable ; and it is only in warm
climates that we meet with the animals which
furnish the real musk, the civet, and other de-
licate perfumes.

The musk-rat of Muscovy might, perhaps,
present singularities analogous to those of the
©€anadian, and not less remarkable, but it does
not appear that any naturalist has yet had an
_opportunity to dissect, or examineitalive. Of
its exterior form alone we can speak, as that
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