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thunder; and if a large flock of them, restir

upon a tree, are surprised by ci her of these re

ports, in their haste to fly, nuu1b(-rs of them

fall to the ground, not having sufficient air in

their wings; in this case they liaten to climb

up the first object they met with ; let us there

fore only suppose that object to be a, traveller

unacquainted with theseanimals; he would na

turally be struck wi1i terror at being suddenly

surrounded with a number of creatures of such

an ugly form and aspect, and especially when

they began to climb up his body ; he would of

course endeavour to extricate himself from

them, and they, in turn, finding themselves

roughly treated, might begin to scratch and

bite. \VouId not a circumstance of this na

ture be sufficient to give rise to the idea that

these bats were ferocious animals, rushing

upon men for the purpose of wounding and

destroying them? when the whole would

arise from the rencounter of different animals

mutually afraid of each other. They are led

to reside in forests by instinct, it being there

only they can procure subsistence, and not

from any savage disposition ; besides this, nei

ther of these bats ever light upon carrion, nor

do they eat upon the ground, but generally in

a hanging posture, and which appears to be

riecc sary
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