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the latter of which, however, is neither so long,
nor bushy as in the former. IHe is more like
the loir by theshape of his body, his short and
naked cars, and the hairs of his tail, which are
of the same form and length ; but he is not
like him, subject to numbness in cold weatler.
The polatouch is a different species from the
squirrel rat, or dormouse, though he parti-
eipates of the nature of all three. M. Klein
gave the first exact description of this animal,
in the Philosophical Transactions, 1783 ; he
was, however, known long beforc that time.
He is found in the northern parts both of the
ancient and New Continent,* but he is more
common in America than in Iurope, where
he is seldom secn, except in Lithuania and
Russia. 'This little animal dwells upon trees,
like the squirrel ; he goes from branch to
branch, and when he leaps from one tree to
another, his loose skin stretches forward by
his fore-legs, and backward by his hind oncs;
his skin thus streiched and drawn outwardly
more than an inch, increases the surface of
his body, without adding to its weight, and

consequently retards the acccleration of his
fall,

# The Hurons of Canada have three different species of
squirrels, The Flying-squirrels are frequent in North
America, but they have been lately found in Poland.
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