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arc often disfigured to make them appear
more extraordinary.

I have seen and kept a long while the living
polatouch. He has been well described by tra-
vellers, particularly Sagard, Theodat, John of
Laet, Fernandes, Le Ifontan, Denys, Catesby,
Dumont, Le Pague du Pratz, &c. and Messrs.
Klein, Seba, and Idwards, have given exact
descriptions of him, with his figure. What
I bave seen of this animal agrees with their
relations. He is commonly smaller than a
squirrel.  That which we had weighed little
more than two ounces, about the weight of a
middling sized bat, and the squirrel weighs
eight or nine ounces. However, there are
some of a greater size, since we have a skin of
a polatouch much larger than usual.

The polatouch has some analogy with the
bat by this extension of the skin, which unites
the fore and hind legs, and supports him in the
air ; he seems also to participate of his nature,
for he is quietand sleepy in theday time, having
no-activity but towards the evening. He is
easilytamed,but soon offended,and mustbekept
in a cage, or fastened with a small chain; he
feeds upon bread, fruits, seeds, and is remark-
ably fond of the buds and shoots of the birch
and pine trecs. He does not seek after nuts
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