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Of all quadrupeds that are not domestic,
the squirrel is, perhaps, the niost subject to
vary in shape and colour, and whose species
has the greatest numbers of others that ap-
proach it. The white squirrel of Siberia seems
to differ only in colour from our common
squirrel.  The black and the grey of America
are, perhaps, only varieties of the grey squir-
rel. The squirrels of Barbary, Switzerland,
and the palmist, arc three species very much
like each other.

‘We have very liitle information with regard
to the grey squirrel.  I'ernandes says, that the
grey or blackish squirrels of America dwell
upon trees, particularly upon pines ; that they
fecd upon fruits and sceds; that they provide
provisions for the winter, and heap it up in
some hollow trce, where they retire during
that scason, and where the female brings forth
her young. The grey squirrel differs, then,
from the others who make their nests at the

: tops

trust themsclves to the hazard of the wind and waves, erect-
ing their tails to serve the purpose of sails ; they sometimes
form a fleet of three or four thousand, and if the wind proves
too strong, a general shipwreck ensues, to the no small emo-
lument of the Laplander who may fortunately find their
bodies on the shore, as, if they have not lain too long;, their
furs will prepare in the usual manner ; but if the winds are
favourable they are certain to make their desired port.
Qervares de M. Regnard, toms i. p. 163,
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