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180 BUFFON’S

is brown and red. These animals have very
near the same habits and dispositions as the
common squirrel. Like him they feed upon
fruit, and use their fore paws in carrying it to
{he mouth ; they have the same voice and cry,
the same instinct, and agility ; they are live-
ly and tractable, easily tamed, and so fond of
their habitations, that they never go out but

o diversion, and - rcturn spontaneously to
neir residence. They are both of a pretty
figure ; their coats, which has white stripes, is
more valuable than that of the squirrel ; their
size is shorter, their body lighter, and their
motions equally quick. The palmist, and the
squurrel of Barbary, dwell on trees like the
common squirrel, but the Swiss lives upon the
earth, and, like the field mouse, forms a re-
treat that the water cannot penetrate; he is
also less docile and less gentle than the two
others ; he bites without mercy, except com-
pletely tamed, from which it appears he is
more like a rat, or a field mouse, than a squir-
rel, by instinct and nature.
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