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of a species, but even ofa genus, widely differ

nt from the ant-eaters, as he has teeth, and a

flat short tongue, like other quadrupeds, and

comes very near a kind ofweasels or martens.

Out of these six species, pretended to be pre

served in the cabinet ofSeba, four only remain

as the ysquiepati, which he reckoned the fifth,

is no ant-eater, and the sixth is not even men

tioned, unless the author meant to comprehend

among these animals the Pangolin or scaly li

zard, which he does not intimate in his de

scription of that animal. The scaly lizard

feeds upon ants; lie has a long muzzle, a nar

row mouth, without visible teeth, and the

tongue round; characteristics which lie. has in

common with ant-eaters; but he differs from

it as well as from all other quadrupeds, by

having the body covered with, thick scales ins

stead of hair. Besides, his animal belongs to

the hottest climates of the old continent, and

the ant-caters, whose bodies are covered with

hair, are found only in the southern parts of

the new world. There are therefore no more

than four species instead of six, mentioned by

Seba, and out of these four there is but one

species discernible by its description; which

is our third or smallest ant-cater, to whom

Seba allows but one claw to each foot, though.

lie has two. The three others are so imper-

'vor. vii. Bb fectly
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