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188 BUFFON’S

draw them instantly back in their mouths,
to swallow the insects which they have ga.
thered.

These three animals, so different in size and
proportions of the body, have many things in
common, both as to conformation and instinct.
All feed upon ants, and put their tonigues into
honey, and other liquid and viscous sub-
stances ; they gather quickly crumbs of bread
and small pieces of meat; they are easily
tamed ; they can subsist a long while without
food ; they do not swallow all the liquor
which they take intotheir mouths, a part re-
turning through their nostrils ; they commonly
sleep in the day-time, and change their sta-
tion in the night; they go so slow that a man
may overtake them easily whilst running in
open ground. The savages eat their flesh,
but which has an unsavoury taste.

The great ant-cater looks, ata distance, like
a fox, and for that reason some travellers call
him the American fox ; he is strong enough to
defend himself against a large dog, and even
the jagnar.  When attacked he at first fights
standing on his hind legs, like the bear, and
makesuse of his fore claws, which are powerful
weapons ; afterwards he lies down on his back,
and uses all four feet, and in that situation he
isalmost invincible, and fights with obstinacy
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