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196 BUFFON’s

both these animals, and which distinguisiz
them from all other quadrupeds so much, that
they have been looked upon as a species of
monsters. I'rom these general and constant
differences, we dare affirm them to be two ani -
mals of distinct species. 'We have discovered
their analogies and differences, not only by the
inspection of three of them, which we have
seen, but also by comparing all which has
been observed by travellers and naturalists.
The short-tailed manis is from six to eiglit
feet in length, his tail included, when he comes
to his full growth ; the tail is nearly as long as-
the body, though it appears shorter when the
animal is young; the scales are not then so
large nor so thick, and of a pale colour; the
colour becomes deeper in the adult, and the
scales acquire such a hardness, as 1o resist a
musket ball. Both these animals have some
affinity with the great and middle ant-eater, for
like them they fced on ants, have very long
“tongues, narrow mouths, without apparent
tecth; their bodies and tails arealso very long,
- and the claws of their feet very near of the same
Jength and the same form, but they have five
~ toes on each foot, while the great and middle
ant-eaters have but four to their fore feet ; thesa
are covered with. hair, the others are armed
with
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