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turtle, but cônsis(s of several bands, joined to

each other by membranes, which allow this

armour a degree of motion. The number of

these bands does not depend, as might be

imagined, on the age of the animal; The

young armadillos, and theadults, have thesame

number of stripes, of which we have been con

vinced by comparing them; and though we

cannot be certain that all these animals do not

intermix and produce promiscuously, yet it is

very probable, that since the difference in the

number of these moveable bands is constant,

they arc really distinct species, or at least

lasting varieties, produced by the influence of

various climates. In this uncertainty, which

time alone can remove, we havethought proper

to mention all the armadillos under one head,

enumerating each of them as if they were, in

tact, so many different species.

Father d'Atbevil1e seems to be the first who

ha distinguished them by different names or

epithets, and which have been, for the most

part, adopted by the authors who have written

after him. He has clearly indicated six species

of them; first, tatououasso, or, as we call it,

twelve-banded armadillo; 2. the tatouette, or

eight-banded; 3. the ncuberto ofMarcgrave,

or six-banded; 4. the tatua.apara, or

three-VOL.D d banded;
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