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THE EIGHTEEN BANDED.

Mr. GREW first described this animal from

a skin preserved in the cabinet of the Royal

Society in London. All the other armadillos

have two bucklers, one on the shoulders, and

the other on the rump, but this has but one,

which is upon his shoulders. lie is called the

weasel armadillo, because his head is nearly

of the same form as a weasel. From the de

scription of this animal given by Grew, it ap

pears, that his body is about ten inches in

length, his head three, and his tail five; the

legs two or three inches in height; the fore

head large and flat, small eyes, and the ears an

inch long,; he has five toes on each foot, the

three in the middre being the largest. The ar

mour of the head and legs is composed of

round scales, about a quarter of an inch di

ameter, that on the neck consisted of

one piece, as did the buckler on the

shoulders composed of several rows of

scales like those of the armour; these rows

on the buckler, in this species, as in all others

are continuous and join by a symphysis.
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