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given in Grew’s descriptlion 1s a recal cxisting

species. |
All the armadillos come originally from
America; they were unknown before the dis-
covery of the New World. The ancients
never mentioned them, and modern travellers
all agree, that these animals are natives of
Mexico, Brasil, Guiana, &c. and no one
pretends to have seen this species in Asia or
Africa. Some have, indeed, confounded the
scaly lizards of the Kast Indies with the arma-
dillos of America. Others thought they ex-
isted on the western coasts of Africa, because
they have sometimes been transported from
Brasil into Guinca. Bellon, who wrote above
two centuries ago, and is one of the first who
has given a short description, with the figure
of a tatou, from a skin which he had seen in
Turkey, says, that it came from the new con-
tinent. Oviedo, De Lery, Gomara, Thevet,
Ant, Herrera, Father d’Abbeville, Frangois,
Ximenes, Staddenius, Monard, Joseph Acos-
ta, De Laét, and all the more recent authors
mention these animals as natives of the south-
ern countries of America. Piso is the only
one who has pretended, without any autho-
vity, that the armadillos were found in the
East Indies, as well as in America; and it 1s
probable,
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