http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

NATURAL HISTORY. 215

probable, that he has confounded the scaly
lizards with the armadillos, especially as they
have been so called by the Spaniards; this
error has beecn adopted by nomenclators, and
those who have given descriptions of cabinets ;
who have not only admitted the existence of
armadillos in the Euast Indies, but even in
Africa, though none were ever in those two
parts of the world, except such as have been
transported from America.

The climate of these aniinals is not there-
fore, equivocal; but it is more diflicult to de=
termine the relative buik of each species.  For
this purpose we have compared great num-
bers which are preserved in the king’s cabi-
net and those of others.  We have also com-
pared the descriptions of all authors with
those of ouyr own, without betng able {o ascer-
tain the fact. It appears that the twelve and
six banded are the largest, and that the three,
eicht, nine, and eighicen banded are the
smallest. In the larger species the crusta-
ceous substance is harder and more solid ; the
picces which compose it are larger, and in a
smaller number ; the moveable bands encroach
Jass one upon the other ; the flesh, as well as the
skin, is harder, and not so savory. Piso says,
that the flesh of the six banded is not eat-

able;
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