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both dogs and hunters, for contracling he
rolls himself down like a ball, without hurt or
prejudice to his coat of mail.

These animals are faf, and very prolific:
the male has exterior signs of great generative
faculties ; the female brings forth, as it is said,
every four months, of course their species are
very numerous. As they are good to eat they
are hunied in different manners; they are
casily taken with snares laid for them on the
banks of rivers, and in marshy grounds, which
they inhabit by preference. They never go to
any great distance from their burrows, which
are very deep, and which they endeavour to
reach whenever they arc alarmed. It is pre-
tended they are not afraid of the bite of the
rattle snake, though it is as dangerous as that
of the viper; nay, it is asserted, that they live-
in peace with these reptiles, which are often
found in their holes. The savages make dif-
ferent uses of their crusts; they paint them
with divers colours, and make baskets, boxes,
and other small vessels, of them. Monard,
Ximenes, and many other writers, have attri-
buted great medicival properties to different
parls of these animals ; they assure us that the
crustaceous covering, reduced into powder,

and taken inwardly, even in a small quantity,
is
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