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NATURAL HISTORY. 221

M. de la Borde says, there are two specics
of Armadillos at Guiana, the largest black and
the other a greyish brown ; the former are so
prolific as sometimes to bring‘ forth cight or
len at a litter : they reside in very deep holes,
and when any attempts are made to take them
by digging, they penetrate further in the earth,
and almost perpcudiculaﬂy; they only quit
their holes in the night, and then for the pur-
pose of seeking for food, which commonly con-
sists of worms, ants, and woodlice ; their flesh
is of an excellent flavour, and resembles that
of a pig. The small one has not more than
four or five young at a time, and they are more
hard to be taken ; these sometimes come out
of their holes in the day, but never when it
rains. 'The hunters know when they are in
their holes by the number of flies which hover
round : and when they begin to dig the animal
digs also, and by throwing the earth behind,
so effectually closes up the holes that smoke
cannot penctrate tothem. I conceive the first
of these animals to be that we have mentioned,
as the twelve-banded, and the other the cight-
banded armadillos. '

Dr. W. Watson has given a description of
an armadillo with nine bands, and a long tail,

(fig. 128.) in the Philosophical Transactions,
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