http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

996 BUFFON’S

cry, express his gratitude for the favour, and

seem to ask a continuance ; but if laid hold of

in a rough manner, he will struggle violently

to escape. IHis muscles are very strong, yet
his fecling is so delicate that the slightest touch
on the skin will excite in him the most sensi-
ble emotions; and which sensibility, though
commonly producing good humour, will some-
times, by irritation, or presenting an offensive
object, put him in the most violent passion.
A strange dog invariably produces the latter
effect; and he has becen observed, when shut
in his cage, to make violent efforts to get out
upon the appearance of one. It was at first
thought he had no desire to come out but
upon natural occasions; but one day, when
he was at liberty, he flew out upon a poor
dog, and bit him very severely ; but in a few
days after he became perfectly familiar with
the same dog. He will also fly at strangers,

if they plague him, but he never offers to bite

those by whom he is taken careof. He has

a dislike to children, and will run after them

and when in a passion he makes a kind of

grunting, and at the same time a chattering

with his tecth. He very frequently sits for a

considerable time together on his posteriors,

and has a common practice of appearmg to

comb
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