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ceives and suckles her young; secondly, both

male and female have no claws on the great

toes of the hind feet, which is separated from

the others, as the thumb on the human hand,

'whilst all the other toes are armed with

crooked claws) like the feet of other quadru

peds. The first of these characters has been

observed by most travellers and naturalists,

but the second had escaped their observation.

Edward Tyson, an. English physician, seems

to be the first who riiade this remark ; and lie

only has given a good dcscriptinn of the fc

male in a treatise printed in London in 1698,

under the title of The Anatomy of an Opos

sum. Sonic years after, W. Cooper, a cele

bratcd English anatomist, communicated to

Tyson the observations which lie had made

ipon the male. Other authors, and especial

ly the nomenclators, 'who have multiplied

beings without necessity, have here fallen into

numerous errors respecting this animal.

Our opossum, described by Tyson, is the

same animal as the oriental philandre of

Seba, since of all the animals which Sc

ba has described, and to 'which he gave
the name of philandre, opossum, or cari

gueya, this is the only one who has a

bag under the belly, and thumbs with

out claws behind. This animal is a native
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