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NATURAL HISTORY. 9233

his oriental philandre has no claws upon histwo
thumbs. It is certain, that our opossum, which
is the trne one of America, has no claws to his
toes behind'’; if an animal with sharp claws did
exist, such as is represented by Seba, it could
not be, as he asserts, the opossum of Ameriea.
But this is not all, Seba mentions a third ani-
mal, under the name of oriental philandre, of
whom, however, he speaks only after Valentin,
an author who, as we have observed already,
deserves little credit : and this third animal is
yet the same as the two first. 'We are, there-
fore, persuaded that the three animals of Seba
are individuals of the same species, and which
species is the same as our opossum ; and that
the difference between them might be occa-
sioned by their age, as it entirely consists in
their size and slight variations in their colour,
particularly in the spots above their eyes.
Seba says, ¢ that according to Valentin, this
last philandre is the largest species seen in the
East Indies, and particularly among the Ma-
tays, where he is called pelandor aroé, which
signifies a rabbit of Aroé, though Aroé is not
the only place where these animals are found ;
that they are common in the island of Solor ;
that they are kept promiscuously with rabbits,
to whom they dono harm; and that the inha-
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