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bitants eat their flesh, which they reckon ex~

cellent.” These facts are very doubtful, not

to say absolutely false, for according to Seba,

this is not the largest species of the oriental

philandre, that it bears no resemblance to the
rabbit, therefore is very improperly termed the
rabbit of Aroé; and that no person who has
travelled in the East Indies has mentioned this
remarkable animal ; neither is he found in the
island of Solor, nor in any other part of the an-
cient continent. -Seba himself scems to have
perceived not only the incapacity, but also the
inaccuracy of the author whom he quotes: F.
Valentin has written a Natural History of the
East Indies in five volumes folio, and for the
credit due to his testimony, both Artedi and
Seba refer to a passage wherein he affirms,.
¢ that the pouch of the philandre is the womb
in which the young are conceived ; that having
himself dissected a female, he found no other;
and if that pouch is not the real womb, the

teats are to the young, what the pedicles are to

fruits, that they stick to them till they are suffi-

ciently grown, and then they are separated

like the fruit, when itis come to ripeness.”

‘What seems to be the truth is, that Valentin,

who affirms that those animals are common in

the Last Indies, especially at Solor, had never

seen



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


