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seen any there; that all he says, even his most
manifest errors, are copied from Piso and
Marcgrave, who arc themsclves copyists of
Ximenes, and are mistaken in every thing they
have advanced of their own authority ; for
Marcgrave and Piso say expressly and obser-
vatively, as well as Valentin, that the pouch
is the true womb where the young of the opos-
sums are conceived. Marcgrave says, he dis-
sected one, and found no other womb : Piso,
who says he dissected many, affirms he never
could discover any womb in the internal parfs,
and also maintains the opinion, equally ill-
grounded, that this animal is found at Am-
boyna. Onec may jndge of what credit ought
to be given to Marcgrave, Piso, and Valentin’s
assertions, the first of whom had not examined
with accuracy; the sccond had added to the
errors of the first, and the last copied from
both.

I should willingly ask pardon of my reader
for the length of this critical disquisition, but
when obliged to correct errors, we cannot be
too exact or too attentive, even to the smallest
circumstances.

M. Brisson, in his work upon the quadru-
peds, has adopted whatever ke found in that of
&eba, and adopts both his denominations and

descriptions ;
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