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descriptions; he goes even further than his au-

thor, in making three distinct species of the

philandres, described by Seba ; for, if he had

adhered to Seba, he would have observed that

the latter did not give them as really different

from each other. Seba had no doubt that an
animal of the warm climates of America, could
be found also in the torrid regions of Asia; but
be distinguished them according as they came
to him from one or the other continent. It
seems clear that he does not use the word spe-
cies in ifs most strict sense, nor did Seba ever
pretend to make a methodical division of ani-
mals inlo classes, gencra, and species ; he has
only given the figures of the different animals
in his cabinet, distinguishingby names, accord-
ing as he saw some difference in their size, co-
lour, or the countries from which he received
them. It appears, therefore, that M. Brisson
was not authorised i)y Scba, in making three
different species of philandres, especially as he

has notemployed the distinctive characters,and

makes no mention of the want of the claws, in

the hind toes of the hind feet ; he only says, in

general, that the {oes of the philandres have

claws, without making any exception ; yet the

one which he saw in the King’s cabinet, and

which is our opossum, had no claws o the hind

toes.
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