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has not, like the opossum, a bag under the
belly; it is not, thereforc, in consequence of
the assistance which the young receive from
the pouch that they stick so long to the teats,
and increase in that immoveable situation. [
make this observation to prevent the pouch
being considered as a second womb, or at least
an asylum necessary to the young before they
arcunfolded. Some authors pretend that they
stick to the teats for scveral weeks, others
say that they remain in the pouch only the
first month after they came out of the womb.
The pouch may be opened, the young count-
ed, and even felt, without disturbing them, for
they do not leave the teats, which they hold
with their mouths, before they are strong
enough to walk; then they fall into the bag,
and afterwards go out to scck for their sub-
sistence; they often go in again to sleep, to
suck, and to hide themselves when terrified ;
1n cases of danger the mother flics, and carries
the whole of her young with her. Her belly
docs not seem to have any increased bigness
when she is breeding, for in the time of the
true gestation it is scarcely perceivable that
she 1s with young.
From inspecting the form of the feet it is
easy to perceive that he walks and runs auk-
wardly ;
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