
NATURAt, HISTORY- 247

wardly; it is said a man can overtake him

without hastening his steps. lIe climbs up

trees with great facility, hides himself in the

leaves to catch birds, or hangs by the fail, the

extremity of which is so muscular and flexible

that lie can clasp with it any thing lie seizes

upon. He sometimes remains a long while in

this situation, his body suspended, with his

head hanging downward, waiting for his prey.

At other times he jumps from one tree to

another, as the monkeys, with like muscular

flexible tails, which lie resembles also in the

conformation of his feet. Though carnivo

rous , and even greedy ofblood, which ho sticks

with avidity, he feeds also upon reptiles,

insects, sugar-canes, potatoes, roots, and even

leaves and bark of trees. He may easily be

rendered a domestic animal, for he is neither

wild nor ferocious; but lie creates disgust by
his smell, which is more offensive than that of

the fox ; his figure is also forbidding, for his

cars are like those of an ounce, his tail re

sembles that of a serpent, his mouth is cleft

to the very eyes, his body appears always

dirty, because his hair is neither smooth nor

curled, and seems as if covered with dirt.

His bad smell resides in the skin, for his flesh

is
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