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genus as the American opossum; but that is no

proofof their being of the same species; and

I am still of opinion, that the animals of one

continent will not be found in the other, unless

they have been transported thither. I do not

mean to deny the possibility of the same cli

mates in. the two continents producing some

animals of exactly the same species, provided

other circumstances were the sante;. I am not,

however, treating here of possibilities, but of

general facts, of which we have given many

instances in our enumeration of animals pecu

liar to the two continenis; and, upon the

whole, I am inclined to consider the coes-coes

of the East Indies as an animal whose species

approaches very near to that of the opossums

of America, but that they have similar differ

ences, to those which are observable between

the jaguar and leopards, which of all animals

Peculiar to time southern climates of the two

continents, without being the same species,
come the nearest to each other.
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