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NATURAL HISTORY. 251

TIIE MARMOSE.

yg—————

THE species of the Marmose, or Murine
Opossum, ( fig. 132.) resembles that of the
preceding; they are natives of the same cli-
mate and the same continent ; they are very
much alike in the form of the body, the con- -
formation of the feet, in the tail, which is
mostly covered with scales, except the upper
part, which is hairy, and by the tecth, which
are more numerous than in other quadrupeds.
But the marmose is smaller, and his snout
sharper; the female has no pouch under the
belly, she has only two loose skins near the
thighs, betwcen which the young fix" them-
selves to the teats.  The parts of generation of
the male and female marmose resemble, by
their form and their position, those of the
opossum. When the young are brought forth,
and fix themsclves 1o the teats, they are not so
big as small beans. The brood is also more
numerous ; I have seen ten young ones, cach
sticking to a different teat, and the mother
had four more teatls, which made fourteen in

all.
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