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phants as the living manes of the emperors
of India. They have each of them a palace,
a number of servants, golden vessels, exqui-
site dainties, magnificent trappings, and are
absolved from all labour and obedience ; the
living emperor is the only one before whom
they kneel down, and the monarch returns the
salute. These flattering attentions, this re-
spect, these offerings flatter them but do not
inspire them with vanity ; they have not con-
sequently a human soul, and this circum-
stance should be sufficient to prove it to the
Indians.

Without adopling the credulities of anti-
quity, and the puerile fictions of superstition,
the clephant is an animal stiil worth the atten-
tion of a philosopher, who ought to consider
him as a being of the first distinction. He
deserves to be known, and to be chserved ; we
shall therefore write his history with impar-
tiality ; we shall consider him at first in his
state of nature when he is free and independ-
ent, and afterwards in his servile condition,

when

country-housc belonging to the king, is another white cle-
phant, kept as a successor to the former, whom they say is
300 years old. He is also attended by m.ndarins, and his
mother and aunt are kept-with him out of respect. Lruwier
Poyage du P, Tachard.
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