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o2 BUFFON'S

when {lic will of his master becomes the cause

of his actions.

1. a wild state, the elephant is neither san-
guinary nor ferocious ; he is of a mild termper,
and never makes a bad use of his arms, or his
streneth s for he never employs or exerts them
bu! in his own defence, or in protecting oihers
of bis species.  Tis manners are social, ior he
is seldom wandering alone: they corrmonly
walk in trocps, the oldest leading, and the
next in age bringing up the rear; the young
and {he weak keeping in the middle. The
females carry their young, and held them
close with their trunks. They only observe
this order in perilous marches when they go to
feed on cultivated lands; they iravel with
Iess precaution in forests and solitary places,
but without separating to such a distance as
not to be able io give to each other mutual
assistance, and warnings of danger. Some,
however, straggle, and remain behind, and it
1s none but these the hunters dare attack, for
a small army would be requisite to assail the
whole herd, and they could not conquer with-
out a great loss of men. It is even dungerous
to do them the least injury, for they go
straight to the offender, and notwithstanding
the great heaviness of their bodics they walk
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